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Orange County Restoration Services, Inc. recently completed a complex remediation project involving poria

fungus at a residential property in Coto de Caza, addressing one of the more destructive and least

understood threats facing homes in Southern California. The company's IICRC-certified technicians identified

and eliminated the fungus, including the underground root system responsible for drawing moisture into

structural wood that otherwise showed no signs of water exposure.

Poria fungus differs from common household mold in that it does not rely on surface moisture or humidity to

spread. Instead, it develops a root-like structure, known as a rhizomorph, that extends into the soil beneath a

home and channels moisture directly to wood framing, subflooring, and other structural components.

Because the fungus can thrive in wood that appears completely dry, it is frequently misdiagnosed or

overlooked during standard inspections, sometimes for months or years before visible decay appears.

Additional information on the biology and risks associated with this organism, including what is poria fungus,

is available through the company's educational resources.

During the recent project, the restoration team conducted a systematic assessment to trace the extent of the



infestation before beginning remediation. Rather than treating only the visible signs of decay, technicians

worked to locate and remove the fungal root system to prevent regrowth. This process required careful

attention to areas where the fungus had spread beneath flooring and into concealed structural framing,

sections of a home that are not typically part of a routine inspection. The scope and methodology used in this

case are detailed in the company's case study on poria fungus remediation in Coto de Caza, which outlines

the identification and eradication process from start to finish.

Jeff Murray, owner of Orange County Restoration Services, said the project reflected the kind of specialized

knowledge homeowners often do not realize they need until damage has already progressed. "Poria fungus

behaves differently than the mold most homeowners are familiar with, so it takes a trained eye and the right

process to find and remove it completely," Murray said.

Industry professionals note that early detection is often the deciding factor in how costly a poria fungus

infestation becomes. Because the organism can spread undetected behind walls, beneath flooring, or within

crawl spaces, homes undergoing renovation are frequently where the damage is first discovered. Identifying

the fungus during these early stages, rather than after extensive structural decay has occurred, can prevent

the need for far more extensive repairs and significantly reduce overall remediation costs. In many cases, the

difference between early identification and delayed discovery can affect not only the cost of repairs but also

the scope of work required to restore the affected structure.

The Coto de Caza project is one of several recent cases in which Orange County Restoration Services has

applied its certified training to less common structural threats affecting homes throughout the region. The

company has continued to expand its documentation of these specialized services as part of an ongoing

effort to help homeowners and contractors recognize warning signs before damage escalates, particularly in

older homes and properties undergoing renovation where hidden moisture sources are more likely to go

unnoticed.

Orange County Restoration Services, Inc. is a locally owned and family-owned restoration company serving

communities throughout Orange County, California. The company provides water damage restoration, mold

remediation, fire damage restoration, and related structural remediation services, with technicians certified

through the Institute of Inspection, Cleaning and Restoration Certification.

The completion of the Coto de Caza remediation project underscores the importance of specialized

diagnostic and remediation expertise when addressing structural threats that are not always visible to the

untrained eye. As awareness of poria fungus grows among homeowners and renovation professionals in the

region, cases like this one are expected to play a role in shaping how such threats are identified and

addressed going forward.
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For more information about Orange County Restoration Services, Inc., contact the company here:Orange

County Restoration ServicesJeff Murray(949) 828-2399info@ocrestorationservices.com18 Technology Dr

#126, Irvine, CA 92618
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Orange County Restoration Services, Inc.

Orange County Restoration Services has served Irvine for 38+ years, specializing in water damage, mold remediation,

and fire damage restoration. Our licensed team is available 24/7, using advanced equipment to restore homes and

businesses fast.
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